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Table 4.1. Ecosystem characteristics at each stage of the Aber model of the
development of N saturation. From Aber et al (1989) and Aber (1992).

Stage 0 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3

Primary form NH;-N NH; - N NH;-N> NH,-N=

of N NO; - N NO; - N

Availability of | low low high High

inorganic N

Limuitation of N N N? Other nutrients

vegetation (t.e. P. Ca.

primary water)

production

Limitation of N N labile C Labile C

microbial

activity

Net ~0 -0 low High

nitrification (approaching
100%)

Nitrate loss 0 0 low High

into (approaching

groundwater inputs of N)

J
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