


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Recognition of the need to merge the equilibrium, niche-assembled community
perspective with the non-equilibrium perspective has been gaining ground. and more
ecologists are starting to incorporate both perspectives into their research (e.g. Hubbell
2001). Ultimately, these efforts should help to increase the applicability of ecological
theories. In particular. the immigration-extinction gradient helps to clarify the roles of
other ecological theories because it can be can be used to relate theories to patterns
observed in natural plant communities, and it provides a framework for understanding
why many competition-based theories. such as the hypothesized negative relationship

between native and exotic species diversity, are often not observed in real communities.
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